
1 

I am once again delighted to introduce a third issue of our 

Newsletter for graduates in Electrical/Electronic 

Engineering and related programmes in UCD.  This has been 

an eventful yet another highly successful year for the 

School of Electrical, Electronic & Communications 

Engineering (the direct descendent of the old EE 

Department).  

We were all immensely proud when UCD’s new President, 

Professor Andrew Deeks, who took up office in January 

2014, appointed Professor Orla Feely to one of the most 

senior leadership positions in the university as Vice-

President of Research, Innovation and Impact.  A profile of 

Orla is featured below, and we wish her every success in 

this key role within UCD.   

Previous Newsletters have highlighted our success 

nationally and internationally in Electrical Energy, led by 

Prof. Mark O’Malley, and these have continued at a high 

level during the past year, as evident in several items 

reported below.  I am pleased to say that the School has 

also had major recent success in Electronic Engineering, in 

particular with the appointment of Prof. R. Bogdan 

Staszewski as a new Professor Electronic Circuits.  Bogdan 

has been awarded a highly prestigious Science Foundation 

Ireland Research Professorship, providing some 5M€ 

funding for a major new programme of research addressing 

fundamental circuit challenges towards enabling the 

Internet-of-Things.   

The School underwent an extensive Quality Review process 

during the past Academic Year, and the resulting report by a highly distinguished panel including senior professors 

from Oxford and K U Leuven was highly complementary on the excellence of the School’s activities in teaching, 

research and its wider contributions.  The past year also witnessed the retirement of a much-liked colleague among 

our technical staff, Mr Frank Hoye.  Frank’s ability to solve impossible technical challenges with good humour and 

endless creativity are justifiably legendary across UCD.  We wish Frank a long and happy retirement.  

Finally, my colleagues and I are very keen to reach out to our alumni, to hear from you and to keep you up to date 

with our activities, while also encouraging you to support us actively in our mission.  Please send us your feedback 

(eece@ucd.ie), visit our website (www.ucd.ie/eece) or just call in to see us in the Engineering building in Belfield at 

any time, where you will always be most welcome.   

Professor Tom Brazil 

Head of the School of Electrical, Electronic and Communications Engineering 
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Attracting world class energy researchers to UCD  

Earlier in the year, on June 12
th

 2014, University College Dublin (UCD) launched a new Postdoctoral Fellowship 

Programme that will attract 21 world class researchers to the UCD Energy Institute over the next five years. At the 

launch, Professor Orla Feely, UCD Vice-President for Research, Innovation and Impact, described the Programme as a 

wonderful opportunity for researchers to build their careers in the energy sector in University College Dublin and to 

deliver results of interest not just to Ireland, but to the world in solving global energy challenges.  

 

The Programme reflects UCD’s 

strong commitment to energy 

research as a strategic priority and 

will significantly contribute to 

developing the capacity of the UCD 

Energy Institute established in 

September 2013. By attracting 

international talented researchers 

and training them to the highest 

international standards, it will 

expand the capacity of an Irish 

energy sector, particularly in the 

area of Energy Systems 

Integration, which is increasingly 

crippled by shortage of suitably 

qualified personnel.  

The recruitment of 21 Fellows is taking place across three Calls, in 2014, 2015 and 2016. The submission of 

applications for the first Call, offering six positions,  has just concluded on 30
th

 September 2014 with the final results 

to be announced in early 2015. All successful Fellows will be based in the UCD Energy Institute for a period of two 

years, including an outgoing phase to another research performing organisation in any country in the world. 

Researchers are being recruited through a transparent and independent peer review process with the freedom to 

choose their topic of research and their mentor in UCD.  

ENERGY21 provides attractive career development opportunities for the most accomplished researchers with origins 

in Ireland, who are currently pursuing their careers abroad by offering six Reintegration Fellowships. Creating such 

opportunities will help to counteract and limit the ‘brain drain’ in one of Ireland and Europe’s most strategic fields.  

The programme is co-financed through the Marie Curie FP7-PEOPLE-2013-COFUND action. Its total value is €4.6 

million, out of which €1.8 million is co-funded by the European Commission.  

For more information please visit ENERGY21 website: www.ucd.ie/energy21  

ENERGY21 Programme and 

UCD ENERGY INSTITUTE 

Prof. Orla Feely, Vice-President for Research, Innovation & Impact, at the 

official launch of the Energy21 Programme 
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The School has welcomed three new members of academic staff and one adjunct faculty since the start of 2014.  

UCD is very pleased to announce that Prof. Robert (Bogdan) Staszewski has been successful in 

his application for a highly prestigious SFI Research Professorship, valued at 5Meuro which will 

support his research for 5 years from September 2014.  He will simultaneously take up his 

appointment as Professor of Electronic Circuits in the UCD School of Electrical, Electronic & 

Communications Engineering. Professor Staszewski is a Fellow of the IEEE and is a recipient of 

a major award from the European Research Council.  His previous appointment was as 

professor at the Technical University of Delft, The Netherlands. 

Prof. Staszewski’s project addresses fundamental circuit challenges in the realisation of the 

next big technological revolution: the Internet-of-Things (IoT). Many credible projections, 

foresee that 30-50 billion devices will be wirelessly connected to the internet by the end of 

this decade. Since that greatly exceeds the number of people, most of them will be 

autonomous nodes engaged in machine-to-machine communications and constituting the IoT, 

thus supplementing the existing internet-of-people (IoP) in order to enhance the quality of our 

lives. The IoT nodes will feature sophisticated sensing to understand the surrounding 

environment, powerful processing algorithms to condition and intelligently act on the collected data, and advanced 

bi-directional real-time wireless communications for interaction between the nodes and gateways.  

The full deployment of the IoT will cause revolutionary and far-reaching changes to our society, underpinning vast 

new sectors such as smart cities, connected health, smart agriculture and intelligent energy systems. UCD has 

prioritised research to enable the IoT within its ICT research strategy, as a natural complement to its existing 

strengths in Data Science. The appointment of Prof. Staszewski will further strengthen UCD’s portfolio across a wide 

spectrum of ICT research, which is now such a key and vibrant part of the Irish economy. 

Justin King received the PhD degree from UCD in 2012 in the area of RF and microwave 

transistor device modelling. He then took up a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship applying 

the modelling work from his doctoral studies to the design of high-power high-efficiency 

microwave power amplifiers. He is currently a lecturer in the School of Electrical, Electronic 

and Communications Engineering, and spends one semester per year in Beijing delivering 

several modules in the Internet of Things Engineering programme as part of the Beijing-

Dublin International College. His current research interests include nonlinear electrothermal 

transistor device modelling and high-frequency time domain simulation techniques. 

 

Gertje Schuitema joined the Energy Institute in August as a Lecturer in Consumer Behaviour 

and Technology Adoption. Geertje received her MSc and PhD degrees in Social and 

Behavioural Sciences from the University of Groningen, the Netherlands. After her PhD, she 

was a Research Fellow at the Centre for Transport Research, University of Aberdeen, United 

Kingdom at the faculty of Business and Social Sciences at Aarhus University, Denmark. 

Geertje’s research focuses on understanding factors that influence sustainable consumer 

behaviour, with a particular focus on energy related issues. Geertje is appointed at the 

School of Business and will carry out her research in close collaboration with the Energy 

Institute. She holds an office both in the Energy Institute and at Smurfit Business School 

(Blackrock) and divides her working week over both locations. 

Paddy Teahon has recently joined UCD as a Strategy Implementation Consultant. Paddy has previously worked in the 

Irish Civil Service, having served as Head of the Department of the Taoiseach (Prime Minister) from 1993-2000. He is 

also currently Hon. President of the Irish Wind Energy Association. 

  

STAFF NEWS 

Prof. Robert 

Staszewski 
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“There were no engineers in my family, not my father, mother, uncles 

or aunts. I don’t know where it comes from!”  So says the EirGrid 

Chief Executive Fintan Slye, who started in the engineering 

department in 1988. “For a long time I thought that I would study 

medicine, but my love for Maths and Science eventually won out, and 

I opted for electronic engineering in UCD, which then as now had the 

best reputation for engineering in the country.” 

 

Fintan studied electronic engineering and his final year dissertation, 

under the supervision of Professor Mark O’Malley, analysed 

computer viruses, a subject then in its infancy. “At my graduation, 

Mark invited me to be the first masters student at the new and 

innovative Electricity Research Centre that had just been set up with 

the support of ESB and I studied the use of artificial intelligence in 

power system restoration.”  

Upon graduation from UCD, Fintan worked for ESB National Grid, 

which several years later would be separated from ESB and become 

the newly independent EirGrid.  He started in the IT department but 

over the course of the next few years worked in various roles in 

operations and planning, before moving for a period to ESB’s 

consultancy arm, ESB International.  This brought many opportunities 

to travel extensively and one of his main projects included working on electricity restructuring in the Ukraine. 

Ukraine gave him whole new perspective, not just on other power systems but on other societies. “It was a real eye 

opener”, says Fintan. The following years saw him move back to ESB National Grid and in 2002 he was part of the 

team sent to the USA to set up the SE Trans, a massive project to set up an independent system operator for the 

Southeastern United States.  

Things took a different path when, in 2004, Slye left ESB to take up a new position with management consultants 

McKinsey. “This was an extremely formative period for me, a much broader experience,” said Fintan. “For the first 

time, I was immersed in other disciplines, such as strategy and organisational design. It was while at McKinsey that I 

learnt about leadership and problem solving and these are learnings I took with me when I joined the newly formed 

EirGrid in 2007 as Director of Operations.” 

EirGrid is the state – owned all island energy utility, charged with planning and operating the national grid in Ireland 

and also in Northern through its 2010 acquisition of the System Operator of Northern Ireland (SONI). It also operates 

the all island energy market and is currently implementing a new market design that will allow us to fully integrate 

into the European electricity market. 

“I was appointed Chief Executive in 2012, and it has been a very exciting and hugely challenging two years. The pace 

of change in the energy sector is accelerating, with those changes being driven primarily by climate change, security 

of supply of electricity and the need to deliver value for money to the consumer,” continued Slye.  “We are a really 

ambitious company, and we are looking to increase our physical interconnection to Europe to give this island a wider 

market to trade in as well as better energy security. We have grown our skills base over the last number of years but 

excellence in engineering, as demonstrated by our award winning East West Interconnector, still lies at the core of 

what we do. Ultimately, our biggest challenge and our primary role now as well as in the future is to support society 

and the economy by keep the lights on.” 

  

Graduate Profile   FINTAN SLYE 

Fintan Slye 
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Today, as we know, information is transmitted almost exclusively in 

digital form and most media formats are digital but in the 1970s only 

computers were digital and in the world of signals everything was 

analogue.  In the latter part of that decade Tony Fagan, while 

working as a project leader for Marconi Research Laboratories in 

England, travelled throughout the UK lecturing to industry on the 

digital revolution that was to come and was urging engineering 

businesses to ready themselves for a major upheaval.  Meanwhile in 

UCD Professor Sean Scanlan who was head of the Department of 

Electrical Engineering also knew that the world of signals and 

communications was about to be utterly transformed but he realised 

that unless something dramatic happened, corporate Ireland was 

going to be left behind, not just because of a lack of industrial 

competence but because of a lack of business realisation as well.  So, Sean invited Tony to come to UCD to help start 

readying Ireland for the coming revolution. 

“Sean urged me to do in Ireland what I had been doing in England, so like St Patrick I heard the call and came home 

and in 1980 founded the DSP Research group”, said Tony, adding “Digital Signal Processing (DSP) is an utterly vital 

enabling technology for the modern digital age.  My plan was to get as many people as possible out there educated 

to research masters and PhD level in DSP.  That alone was not enough.  I also had to cajole Irish companies into 

taking on ambitious projects that would take advantage of the skills of the new research graduates we were 

producing.  Even then I often had to hold their hands and guide them through the product development process”.     

Thirty five years later, the success of DSP group is to be seen everywhere.  Over 100 research graduates, trained in 

DSP have been produced.  Many occupy senior positions in industry and academia.  A number of very successful 

companies have been started by DSP group alumni.  An important 

consequence of these activities is that Ireland has been put on the 

world map as far as communications DSP is concerned.  “We have a 

tremendous industrial DSP ecosystem here that is the envy of many 

advanced economies in Europe and elsewhere” says Tony, “the 

companies involved here in DSP are as high-tech as you can get.  

Applying what they learned in UCD their engineers combine the 

deepest theory with a remarkable practical sense to produce world 

beating products.”   An example of this is DecaWave, a company 

based in Dublin and founded by a group of Tony’s former students 

that is driving the worldwide agenda in positioning technologies.  

The adjacent photo shows Ciaran Connell CEO of DecaWave, An Taoiseach and Prof. Tony Fagan at the Irish launch of 

DecaWave’s ultrawideband ranging chip. Another example is to be found in laptop computers.  If you own one there 

is a very high chance that the communications chips inside were designed by DSP Group graduates.   

While communications DSP has been a strong focus of the group, other activities included speech, image and 

biomedical signal processing.  Tony admits “I was not just fortunate in the quality of the research students that 

passed through the group but the academic colleagues that I had on my team over the years were absolutely 

fantastic and many have moved on to find great success in various endeavours.  Brian Murray and Philip Curran 

spun-out Massana; a chip design company which after several take-overs is still doing highly advanced DSP design 

work in Dublin.  Richard Reilly is now Professor of Neural Engineering at Trinity College Dublin and has received many 

honours.  Conor Heneghan was co-founder of highly successful spin-out company BiancaMed, a developer of highly 

innovative biomedical devices.” 

Research Profile    

Digital Signal Processing Research Group 

An interview with Professor Tony Fagan 
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The DSP research group is as active today as it ever was.   There continues to be a great demand for research in DSP.  

Tony says “We received close to €20M Euro in funding over the years and we continue to be well funded.  The next 

big application of the type of DSP that we do will be the Internet of Things.   This is the scenario where billions of 

objects everywhere will be fitted with communicating sensors.  As in the early days of the digital revolution this is 

something that cannot be done without DSP – and lots of it!”  Today, Tony’s academic colleagues in the group are 

Dr. Mark Flanagan and Dr. Barry Cardiff.  Mark’s research interests lie in coding theory, cooperative communications 

and discrete mathematics while Barry’s interests are in the use of DSP to improve bandwidth efficiency in optical 

communications as well as power / complexity reduction techniques in circuit design especially in the use of DSP 

algorithms for digitally assisted analog circuits. “Much done, more to do” concludes Tony. 

 

Ronan Doherty, co-founder and CEO at energy trading company ElectroRoute studied Electronic Engineering in UCD 

from 1997-2001. Ronan later completed his a Ph.D in Power Systems in 2005. Ronan hails from the picturesque 

fishing village of Narin in County Donegal. On choosing engineering he says: “I didn’t have a clear picture for what 

profession or sector I wanted to end up in, but engineering presented me with a great chance to fuel my curiosity for 

all things numerical while I work that out.” It was during his final year project that he had this first opportunity to 

work on something related to the power sector, an interesting but obscure project on market inefficiencies 

introduced by trading financial transmission rights. From that point on he was hooked. “I really understood for the 

first time how the electricity system is the unsung workhorse that allows modern society to thrive. The foundation 

that makes all our modern technological miracles possible, from iphones to life support machines”  

Working with Prof. Mark O’Malley during his 

Ph.D., Ronan’s research specialised in the 

integration of wind power into power 

systems and markets. “In an industry which 

hadn’t changed much in 50 years, I could 

really see how disruptive these new sources 

of renewable energy were going to be. The 

uncontrollable, stochastic, indigenous, green 

nature of these power sources made them 

both important and technically challenging; 

perfect for research!” During his Ph.D. studies 

Ronan published work on how wind energy 

effects electricity prices, how power system 

management needs to change and how policy 

makers should consider wind generation 

inside a country’s generation mix. “It’s 

important to publish; it’s a good way of 

testing your work, your ideas. It keeps you 

honest!” Ronan’s work has close to 1000 

citations. 

In 2005 Ronan joined wind energy development company Airtricity. “It was great for me to find a role which 

presented a direct outlet for the skills I had accumulated during my Ph.D.” Airtricity was one of the bigger success 

stories in Irish business over the past decade, and Ronan thrived on its fast moving culture of innovation. “One of the 

most interesting aspects of the electricity industry over the past decade is the change in attitude towards wind 

energy. 10 years ago some industry people use to laugh when you told them then you were studying or working on 

wind energy. There was a sense of invincibility around the old utility business model and tradition fossil fuel assets. 

Steering Committee 

Ronan at ElectroRoute 

Graduate Profile    RONAN DOHERTY 
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Nobody is laughing now however. Those that responded early to the trend are the leaders and shapers of the power 

sector. Others who dismissed the trend are now often struggling to deal with decreasing earnings and stranded fossil 

fuel investments.” 

In 2006 Ronan was promoted to the role of Trading and Investment Risk Manager in Airtricity, dealing with the 

power market issues for Airtricity assets in Ireland the UK and Texas. “It was a great time and a wonderful chance to 

work with some of the most dynamic business people in the country, including my then boss Martin Mc Adam”. In 

2008, Airtricity was sold to Scottish and southern Energy for close to €2bn. 

In late 2008, Ronan set out looking for new challenges and moved to Edinburgh to become Chief Technology Officer 

in Aquamarine Power, a company where his old colleague Martin McAdam was CEO. Aquamarine Power was an 

early stage technology company developing the Oyster wave energy device. “Developing wave energy pits engineers 

against one of the most multifaceted and uncompromising technical challenges out there. The challenge is a big one, 

but so is the prize for the companies that succeed in commercialising their technologies” Heading up the research 

division of the company gave Ronan a chance to continue to publish as well as develop the company’s patent 

portfolio. While in Aquamarine, Ronan saw the company grow from 6 people to over 50 people and raise tens of 

millions of pounds in new investment. “I guess working in Aquamarine with Martin I got a real flavour for early stage 

companies and how the culture of a company can be so important to its growth trajectory.”       

Moving back to Ireland in 2011 for family reasons, Ronan sought to combine his experience in early stage companies 

with his experience in power systems and markets. Having reconnected with 3 other industry friends, they 

discovered they shared the same vision for the future of the power markets. As a result ElectroRoute was founded 

and focused on optimising power trading within and between European electricity markets. Now 3 years on 

ElectroRoute employs 30 people optimising power trading in 7 countries spanning form Ireland to Italy. “The journey 

so far has been a great one, from set-up, through investment rounds and on to international expansion; it has been a 

fast moving so far. Culturally it’s a real buzz to come into work. We really believe we have an important part to play 

in shaping the future of the energy sector.”  

Ronan believes that his UCD education has played a key role in his success. “It really gave me a fundamental 

grounding in the sector which is something you never loose and something that makes you comfortable discussing 

any related topic with any other person or company, no matter now elevated or international they are”.  

Joking about his first exposure to the space Ronan says: “It took a long time for my obscure final year project to 

become relevant, but at last the concepts of impedance matrices, DC load flows and financial transmission rights are 

now at the heart of the new EU target model for electricity trading. I often talk with my old Professor Mark O’Malley 

and ask him, was it luck or was it skill that he was so far ahead of the curve 13 years ago!” 

 

Our alumni over many years will have fond memories of Prof. 

Annroai de Paor.  Athletics has been a life-long passion and in the 

adjacent photo a youthful Annraoi is shown acting as a barman for the 

Clonliffe Harriers! 

Annraoi de Paor was born in Waterford, Ireland in 1940. He received the 

BE degree from the National University of Ireland (NUI), Dublin, in 1961 

and the MS from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1963. In 1963 

he began his career as a full-time university teacher and researcher, at 

the University of Salford, UK. He was awarded the PhD by NUI in 1967. In 

1969 he was appointed Professor of Control Engineering at the University 

of Salford. In 1974 he was awarded the DSc degree by NUI and in January 1978 returned to NUI Dublin as Professor 

PROF. ANNRAOI DE PAOR 
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of Electrical Engineering. He has been Professor Emeritus since 

2005, but remains active in teaching and research. During his 

career he developed and taught a wide range of courses at 

undergraduate and postgraduate level, particularly those 

related to his main areas of research—control engineering, 

renewable energy systems, biomedical engineering and 

assistive technology to help improve the quality of life for 

disabled people. In 1986 he established a research laboratory 

devoted to assistive technology, at the National Rehabilitation 

Hospital, Dún Laoghaire, and directed it until his retirement.  

The picture at the left shows his “last supper” with his students 

and researchers at the NRH.  In 1996, he was one of the 

founders of the Centre for Disability Studies at NUI Dublin. Since 1976, he has made about 30 visits to Slovakia, 

mainly on academic assignments.   

 

The Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) conducts research and development relating to the generation, delivery 

and use of electricity for the benefit of the public. An independent, nonprofit organization, EPRI brings together its 

scientists and engineers as well as experts from academia and industry to help address challenges in electricity; 

including reliability, efficiency, affordability, health, safety and the environment. EPRI’s members represent 

approximately 90 percent of the electricity generated and delivered in the United States, and international 

participation extends to more than 30 countries. 

Through extensive partnership with our Irish and European members, including the ESB and EirGrid, as well as 

through participation with UCD’s Electricity Research Centre, EPRI is building strong links with the Irish electricity 

industry and academia. With UCD in particular, an already fruitful partnership is growing. 

Over the last 5 years, EPRI has hosted 5 internships by 

UCD students in the US, hosted visits and employed two 

UCD graduates from the Electricity Research Centre. 

The partnership benefits from the knowledge and 

experience in renewable integration and power system 

modelling in UCD, and the extensive knowledge and 

industry integration borne by EPRI. 

In the last two years, EPRI has established a technical 

presence in Dublin where two researchers are based. 

The research carried out in Dublin informs some of the 

leading issues for the electric power industry around 

the world; including renewable integration, power 

system planning and operation and regulatory 

compliance issues. This growth is set to develop further 

with plans for increased interaction between EPRI and 

UCD and to continue engaging and building our 

partnership with Irish and European industry and 

academia. 

For more information see www.epri.com or contact elannoye@epri.com. 

  

EPRI growing in Europe from SEECE 

EPRI office location in Charlotte, NC. 
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Classes of 2014 

 

 

BE (E&E) and BE Biomedical Engineering 

 

ME Biomedical Engineering 

 

ME Energy Engineering 

 

ME Electrical Engineering 

  

STUDENT NEWS 

STUDENT AWARDS 

Airtricity Gold Medal in Electrical Engineering    Eadaoin McLoughlin 

S3 Gold Medal in Electronic Engineering    Rhona Wade 

Crospon EGA Gold Medal for Biomedical Engineering   Peter Landy 

Cylon Award for Excellence in the Project     Tom Keane (Electrical Eng.) 

         Anton Katayev (Electronic Eng.) 

James G. Lacy Award for Project Excellence in ME Programmes  Darren Roche 
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On 19
th

 February 2014, the Governing Authority of University College Dublin announced the appointment of 

Professor Orla Feely as Vice-President for Research, Innovation & Impact. 

Professor Feely is currently Chair of the Irish Research Council. Welcoming her appointment as VP, Mr Sean Sherlock, 

TD, Minister of State with responsibility for Research & Innovation at the Department of Education & Skills and the 

Department of Enterprise, Jobs & Innovation, said: 

"I warmly congratulate Professor Orla Feely on her appointment. Professor Feely plays an important role in fostering 

the research agenda nationally. As chair of the Irish Research Council, she has shown strong leadership in delivering 

enhanced opportunities to Irish-based researchers. Horizon 2020, the EU framework for research and innovation 

offers our academics unprecedented opportunities and I am confident that Professor Feely will continue to provide 

this outstanding leadership." 

Professor Feely holds a PhD in electrical engineering from the University of California, Berkeley, where her thesis 

won the DJ Sakrison Memorial Prize for outstanding and innovative research. While at UC Berkeley, she also won the 

Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award. 

Professor Feely took her primary degree in electronic engineering at University College 

Dublin and returned to UCD from UC Berkeley in 1992 as a lecturer. She is currently 

Professor and Subject Head of Electronic Engineering in the UCD School of Electrical, 

Electronic & Communications Engineering. She leads a research group in nonlinear 

circuits and has received three successive SFI Principal Investigator awards, along with 

grants and prizes from other national, international and industry sources. 

A Fellow of the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) and former Chair of 

the IEEE Technical Committee on Nonlinear Circuits and Systems, Professor Feely is also 

a Fellow of Engineers Ireland and the Irish Academy of Engineering. She is a director of 

the Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition and a member of the EU Horizon 2020 

Advisory Group on Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions. 

Professor Feely spearheaded the development of UCD's energy research strategy, which led to the foundation in 

2013 of the UCD Energy Institute. The research purpose of this institute is to provide an integrated approach to 

addressing strategically important questions around energy, focusing on areas in which Ireland has particular 

competitive advantage. 

At the announcement, the President of UCD, Professor Andrew Deeks said: 

"Since returning to Ireland from UC Berkeley, Professor Orla Feely has built up an international reputation for her 

pioneering research in the area of nonlinear circuits. In addition she is a highly respected lecturer and supervisor. As 

well as taking a leadership role within her own College, Professor Feely plays a central part in supporting the broad 

University and indeed, as Chair of the Irish Research Council, the national research agenda." 

Responding to her appointment, Professor Feely said she was greatly looking forward to the challenge: 

"We see the benefits of research in terms of societal, economic and cultural impact, as well as on our education 

system. This role creates a tight link between research, innovation and impact on society. Our community of world-

class academics aim to make a difference through their scholarship and my aim is to ensure they have every 

opportunity to do so."   

  

Appointments   PROF. ORLA FEELY 

Professor Orla Feely 
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From left: Mr. Chao Yu and Mr. Jianguo 

Xu, Chinese Ambassador to Ireland. 

 

Awards and Honours 

 

Mr. Chao Yu, a Ph. D. student of School of Electrical, Electronic and 

Communications Engineering, has been awarded the “2013 Chinese 

Government Award for Outstanding Self-financed Students Abroad” by 

China Scholarship Council. This award is founded by the Chinese 

Government with the purpose of rewarding the academic excellence of 

self-financed Chinese students studying overseas. Only those with 

outstanding performance in their PhD studies are considered by the 

award selection panel and no more than 500 young talents are granted 

the award each year all over the world. Chao Yu received the B.E. and 

M.E. degree from School of Information Science and Engineering, 

Southeast University, Nanjing, China, in 2007 and 2010, respectively. He 

finished his Ph.D. study in electronic engineering in the RF & Microwave 

Research Group under the supervision of Dr. Anding Zhu in UCD in March 2014, and he is currently working as a post-

doctoral researcher in the same group. Chao Yu is one of the four Chinese students in Ireland who received the 

award this year.  

Professor Robert Staszewski and Dr Mark Flanagan were successful in their applications to Science Foundation 

Ireland (SFI) for projects on integrated circuit electronics and wireless network, respectively. 

 

Andrew Keane was successful in his application to Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) Industry Fellowship Programme. 

Andrew is currently at ESB, the biggest Irish distribution system operator. 

 
Federico Milano was successful in the highly competitive Marie Curie Career Integration Grant (CIG) scheme in late 

2013. The CIG scheme is not included in the new Horizon 2020 scheme funded by the European Commission. Hence, 

this was the last chance to obtain this grant. 

Andrew Keane and Mark Flanagan were promoted to Senior Lecturer. 

 

 

UCD School of Electrical, Electronic and Communications Engineering 

Engineering and Materials Science Centre 

 University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland 

+353 1 716 1884     eece@ucd.ie     www.ucd.ie/eece 

  

SCHOOL NEWS 
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UCD SCHOOL OF ELECTRICAL, ELECTRONIC AND 

COMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERING 

ACADEMIC STAFF 

Dr Mahnaz Arvaneh 

Biomedical Engineering 

Dr. Elena Blokhina 

Circuits and Systems 

Prof. Tom Brazil 

RF and Microwave  

Dr Barry Cardiff 

Communications and 

Signal Processing 

    

Dr Paul Curran 

Circuits and Systems 

Prof. Tony Fagan 

Communications and 

Signal Processing 

Prof. Orla Feely 

Circuits and Systems 

Dr Mark Flanagan 
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